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TO THE RIGHT WOR- 
SHIPEVLL AND MY VERY REVE. 


rend freind M. DoQtor Goad, Provoſt of the 
Kings Colledge # Cambridge. 


'q "—_ EEE Her [remember the tines and 
freind of 


obs = 2; p of my education ord conſider wit 
"0 
: ibi& quod p off ebeo \& quod non ico. Sepkree, 


, 1 was 
wn I OT do Tl gen the » 211a/t extent of 6 
tlity,and in much more then 1 canperforme.Gine me leane there- 
fare (Ibeſcech you) not 4s by way Apr rien row a 
mmch either 2nder-value your fanavr, ar & mJ 
= of acknowledgement (leaning this, as it were a bull of we 
and what I banoreceined and how gafory Fam engaged)ro 
ſent you with theſe phret ſermons. They are S401 
ſeripenre arttl therefore(their ſubieft dur Foy, ik re not umvorthy 
pur pared engſes ſo auncient and ſo indicious a profeſſaey of 
Theologi WAY 0 hand/mg bet e,atit is liable to cen 
ſure in this raxing age {0 it may perhaps thraugb my want either 
hour by Fj 6s herefare I doe ſubmit it wholly to 
Jour worſhips rriall phat after ord © either ſtep further intopub- 
lie view,or els ſtop where it ts according as you ſtallpleaſe to diſ- 
poſe. How ſocuey is be,albeit I muſt ar plnw fp ehat 1 ould Lak re- 
iojce in your approoeing furtherance, yet at the leaſt I ſhall heres 
find contentment that 1 hae endenowred out of my vnfained ſen- 
ſcblenes of yomr worſbips reſpettrme kyndneſſe , to make the world 
wines of my thankefu/lnes , e Tnd ſo i the fulnes of my deſire, > 
that he m whom all Fulnes dwelleth may ſo repleniſh youwnh 
ſpiritual] bleſſings in heauenly things, that like the Trees Colog. 
pow! in the houſe of the Lord, you my ill eucn in your 190" | 
Age bring forth fruit, and be fatte & flouriſhing, / humbly 
take my leaue. Modbury i in Dexonſowe this 2. of Tu! ly. 1607, 


ba Your worſhips cuer in 
the Lord, Samnell Hierer. 
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Pha — R | 
ave written tot t t 
of my law, but they were Cunt 


ſtrange thing. 


10 


mans im 
hath NY ed _ ob his: word; whae greates 
bounty? pra met it 23 2 2 0 ceorhetninating 


to, ? oftheſe two points ip orders 
kar riathe Ne rm ed ARTE ns. SQR> 
_ : firſt thi» com jon of gods ; ſecondiythe 


ercy of god invouchſateing ir yo os of god 
xy ed vnto vs in theſe rermes ; The 
the Lov; The word which is out of the Heb: trooſlated beers 


) Ggnifierh,honorable,or pretious, or ampla,and plenniftsll; 
; that the word of God is an heere, by two things, 
1.the plenty, and abundance, and 


encsof matter thar is 
in itz. 3.the price, and excellency,and worth of the marygs, 
Ewil ſpeak of both ſeuerally:& 7pray youlet vs.vi0 obſerus 
them, tar the word of Godray grow into; greacer. co89ia | 
withye then iris, 1159.62 
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s.Tim Jet, 


Ioh 20.31- 


Ezck-20.11. 


Luk.16.31. 


F4 -Perrc31, 


2 The Dig witte 
Touching the largenes and amplenes of the word of 
god, [ſer down this point; Tharalbneceſſary points eirher rouch - 
ing faith or manners gre aboundantly contayned, and layed forth 
a the ſcriptures; for proofe whereof that one ſaying of the 
Apollle isſufficient The whole ſcriptwre is, giney Þ infirinks 
of God,and is profitable,to teach, to # corrett, nd to in. 
ſtrubt in righteonſneſſe: clow what f pccafion can there 
be deviſed, which is not here mentioned? what matter is 
there in the whole body, of religion; , but it may well be 
reſerued toone of theſe heads; either teaching, mmprooming , 
correiting ar nftruting? louchacghe wprd of God being (ut. 
ficient rv-all rheſe, /is not wonting: in any neceſſary marcer 
whattoever- Theſe things ((aith Sainte Tohn)ave wrireen, that 
yee might hane life through his name; a plaine teſtimony that 
chereis inoughlcfte written inthe bible, for the begertivp 
6f faich,” and-for the- guiding of che ſoule-of cucry Faithfull 
beleeuer 'vnto life crernall. 1 gawe ;bew;muy fbarures'((airh 
God)! declared my magements unto them, which if a man doe 
be ſhall lixe-:- the taking of that courſe whichis. proſcribed 
rovs inthe word,is allſufficient to ſaluation. 7 hey have. lo- 
fer erthe Prophets ſaith Abrabam'to the fich gluttonia bell 
meaning that then they wane. v@iteedfull inftruRion,.. for 
the bringing of them _—_— ymoife, Infinite arc the 
places of ſcriptureto this end, ſhewing the abſolutcneſle 
of that dodtrine, which is contained: in the written word, 
veging vs toreft our ſelues ſariffied with that which is re- 
uealed;condemning althe inventions and traditions of man 
that are added thereunto, And ſecing it is a {ure thing that 
the bookes of holy ſcripture, arc penned. by the fpeciall 
ance of gods ſpirit, as Sainte Peter aftirmath; it muſt 
needs follow rhat if there be any needfull matter omirted. 
in them,it came to paſle,cther becauſe they which wrog,did 
not know it, or becauſe, knowing it they would nor reucale 
it, or becauſe being willing to reneale 1t, they forgor it, or 
elſe becauſe though they forgot. it not, yet they knew 
not how, and in what manner to; performe it. . 
pr" 22h 9M of alltheſe wee ſhall thinke,wee. ſhall 
caſte a very greate indignity and diſgrace, not ſimply ypon 
the "nA. of the {; » ru ne the ſpirit © God! b 
whoſe 


1 o. OT eSmgae;" 3 
whoſe ſpecial direQton, they wrote 'cuery word and tide, 
andvpop whome to lay avy'impurgrion, etherof, weake- 
nes or yawillingnes to e: 


of Godes Chitrche, were no lefle- then. | blaſphemnie. Adde- 


hereto for the better opening of this point;that looke what 
is the ſpicicuallneceſitic of a chriſtian vpon any occafion, 
either of his calling,or of his degree ws proceeding: and 
eſtate in his profeſſion, the word of God is not wanting to 
giue him fulnes of dueRion. If he be a Magiftrateyit teach» 
eth him howto gouerne,it a Myniſter, ic informeth him 
how to teach,if a maſter of a family, it inftruterh him for 
che particular durics of his place, whether he bea huſband, 
or a father,or a maſter,or ſon,or ſeruant;it ſheweth him in 
euery.of theſe,how to demeaiie himſelfe as becomes a 
chriftiat:Tr gies him direRion for his apparrell, his ſpcach, 
his diet;his company,hisdiſports,his labour;his buying and 
ſelling, yea and for his very ſleepe, and for thoſe things 
which may be thought moſt arbitrary and: indiffercns, lt is, 
vnpoſlible for him to deuife an thing, touching which he 
may not fetch a needfull direchon from the ſcripture} A» 
gaine,conceme of hum how youwill in regard of the ſeue- 
rall degrees of Chriſtianity,the word of God js till his.coun- 
cellor:if he be ignorant,there be plaine principles of teligi» 


on, as milke to teed himzif he, be better grounded, there be. 


points of greater depth Hay him; 1f there be any caſe 
of conſcience that troubles him,any ſcruple that diſquiets 
him, there is vnfallible certainty to reſolue himz;if be be af- 
flicted either in body ickneſſe , or in goods with loſ- 
ſes, or in good name with yndeſerued reproches,or in mind 
with the buffering of Sathan, and bis owne corruption; 
there is plenty of comfort to relecue him,there is flore of 
rules ro informe him, howto profit by his tryalls: if ke be 
zealous, there is matter to encourage himf cold and fal- 
ling backe; there is meanes to quicken him: ifhe be ſtub- 
borne and obſtinote,there is indgment to humble him:if he 
be brokea hearted, there js a ſaluero reftore him: if he be 
rurfed out of the way by ſome great ſinnc, there is av it 
werea bridle to top him: whatſceuer his occaſion be,how 
cyer bis fouls 15saffeRted's, in what perplcxitie ſocuer-he. 
TT Nt 11 i | 5, 
$970 w—"q \ 


Pſali i 9.96. 


 rendin 


wal ; wherber ic. be: comfort or councell 5 ot "ws 
ſohution , or -teprofe z/ ox  inſtruftion * thac 
theword of Godis n plemifult ftorehoufe 'and meets w 
the full whith every ſpiritual neceſſicie, ſo thenthis is ay 
reaſon,why thelaw of God,the word of God,js ' called 
greate,or large becauſe ſooke of what extreme & widenes out | 
{pirituall wants arc,of the ſame are thoſe holy direQtions 
which the Lord hath ceucaled in his word. 7 have ſorne(ſaith 
David)an end of all ptrfettion ut thy law is exrerdarg large. 
Let.ys now make vic of this doQrine. The vic of rhis pointe 
couching che largnes and ain ofthe word of God,ex- 
ſtrerchingirſelfr coll che ſpiriruall oecufipns 
of all lejis firſt to overthrow the and 
praQtiſe of t rche of Reome,which,as chouph here 
were ſome defecc inthe {cri or ſome matecr 
recent the writtE word i ſelf,and mult be belecued alſo as 
proficable and neceflary to faluarion.Now this opimon and 
courſe isplaine againſt this place of fcriprure, in which the 
word of God is graced with this title, greare, or oF 
lerg e,if there be any thing left out of ir, which —_ 
for the” information of any mans ſoule ynto life erernall, 
ſure it hath not deſcrued that honorable name wherewich” 
its ſtiled:T mcane, if a Chriftian-man either for the ſetlin 
of his ſoule in a matter of faith,or the dire&ing of his courſe 
in a matter of conuerfation,ſhould finde that fcantnefle and 
barrenneſſe in the (cri , that heſhould be faineto goe 
ſeeke direQtion elſewhere:or if there were no want in the 
word of God, why ſhould he be ſo heavily curſed char pure 
ought ynto it?wheras if there be any point needfulco falus- 
tion,which is not mentioned in it, there muſt of necefliry 
be ſome addition. And therefore wee muſt for ener ſepa- 
rate our ſelues from that Church, whicty(when God hath 
written his word as a perfet direRion, full and entire mn &+ 
very reſpeRtthrults ypon vs the inventions of marr, daring 
alſo to make them in authoritic equal} ro the ſcriprures. 

This is the firftvſe, even to teach vs heartily and 'ynfai- 
nedly to deteſt,all additionsto the word of God, and at che 
not reucaled in it, hath added to it a pack and rable of vn-/ 
written traditions , cancerning which ieteaceth;chat: 
are to be received and embraced with the ſame affeQion, 
with the likezeale ; with the ſame reſpeR, as wee doc 


of the . 5 
authors of them whatfoeuer:and yer with this caution,thar 
wee muſt beware that wee be nor deceived in the right vn- 
derftanding of that which we call an Addition to the ſcrip- 
ture:wee muſt not thinke as ſome doe, that this ordinance 
of God which wee call preaching,is an adding to the ſcrip- 
turezit being acourſe which Godin his wiſedome hath ap- 
pointed for the gathering of his Church, and for the ope« 
ning ance diſcouering vnto the ſonnes of men,the hid trea- 
ſure : Bur that is called an Addition tothe word of God, 
which being commended ynto men as a matter of religion 
cannor beuſtified, nor warranted, nor made good by the 
written word,but is grounded onely either vpon- carnall 
reaſon znd conceiprt,or ypon the will of him that vrgeth it; 
All and euery ſuch addition wee muſt take heede of, ard re 
member what the Apoſile ſaith: {any man deliner any other 


(meaning any other for ſubſtance, though in wordes and Gb1t- 


manger of delivery it may differ) rbowgh be were au Avxgel, 
&c. let him be acenrſed. 

2. The ſecond yſec of this pointe is to condemne the 
common negleR,and yniuerſall contempre of the precepts 
and rules of holye ſcripture:what oceaf:on ſocuer wee nave 
theword of God is fliil at hand to counſe!lvs,and it is ſuch 
a direion,as cannot deceiue ys,yet inthe moſt of our caſes 
and ſpirituall needes,wee will ſeeke to any thinge rather 
then to the ſcripture: Iathe worſhip of god wee doe much 
more efteeme our owne humors and the traditions of our” 
fathers,then the pinion of the word, 

Inmatters of conuerſation,wee preferre the cxamples & 
eviſes of the times,the courſe & praQtiſe of the multirude, 
before the principles of gods ſpirize:nay wee thinke it too 
much preciſcneſſe,and a thing very ridicu!ous and childiſh, 
to tie a mans ſelfe ſo ſtraite,as not willingly to ſwarue fr6 
the direftion,and warrant of the ſcriptures. If wee be ſick, 
wee will goe firſt ro carnall meanes, & laſt ro the ſcripture: 
if wee be greived in mind androuched in conſcience, wee 
will looke for comfort any where,before we will ſecke it in 
the ſcripture:if wee be wronged and iniured inthe world, 


wee will runne aſterthe eggings on of our owne corrupt | 


heart,to be our owne auengers, before wee will aske coun- 
By ſell 
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Ter.2.13, 


Gal.6.46- 
Pro. 44 12 
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1.PCclog.ls, 


PC. 1,2. 
AR 29 »7. 
R om, 2 2. 


2.Tin.3,16, 


2 Per.1.24 


's | | The Dipnitie" 
ſell of the ſcripture. AS inttheſe/few, fo almoRin' all other 
things,any rules pleaſe vs better then therules of the ſerip- 
cure. In apparrell weeareled by the faſhion, in meat and 
drinke by our ſenſaall appetite;in recreation by companie 
or by our one inordinate affetions:1n dealings withmen, 
by our profir; in gerting riches, by our vaſatiable defires; 
theſe be our rules: the precepts of the word of God cither 
wee doe not know, or we doe not eſteeme them , or wee 
thinke it a burden, and a kind or reftraint to be tied to ob- 
ſerue them. Thus we arelike ynto thoſe of whome G od c6- 
plaines by Icremie, They haue forſaken me (ſaith he )rhe foun- 
taine of lifing waters, boee themſe/ues pittes, enen broken pits 
that carr hold no water, ſo wee let goe the beſt aduiſe which 
cannot erre, and deuife rules and precepts to our ſclues, 
Which miſt needes deceive ys. To reformethis common e- 
uill,let vs remember what we haue heard , viz. that God 
hath'furniſhed his word with yarietie of diretions,the pre- 
cepts of it are of equall largenes to our ſpirituallpccafions: 
as many as walks according to this rule, peace ſhall be pm thens 
(faith the Apoſtle: butro cuery other courſe whatſocuerit 
be;wee may boldly apply the ſaying of Salomon: There #4 
way that ſeemeth right unto aman, but the iſſues thereof are the 
waies of death. And thus much” of the commendation giuen 
to the law of God,it is large in matter,and abounding with 
yarietic'of doctrine. 37.01 
 *Now followeth to ſpeakeof the'nexr thing by which ic 
commended; /r x pretion, the value and price of the matt er, 


doth equal! the largenes andvarienie of it. The preniouſneſle 


and excellencie may many waies be made knowne vntoys; 

fritby the auchor of it,which is God,for which cauſe it js 
fo oftei calle1 the worde of God:rhe I 1w of God; the counſe!ll of 
Gol,the orattes of God:The whole ſcripture was ormen(tanhPauvl) 

by inſpiration of God: And it cams (ſan Saint Peter) xot by the 

will of man,but of the ho'y Ghoſt:and Thane written.ut (ſanth he) 

heere in my texr. So that it'is no idle tale deuited as Atheiſts 

ſay by the witte of man to keepe the vulgar in ſubicRion; 
but it is the yery mind of God,& the 'very exprefle patrerne 
of thattrurh,which is ofiginally inthe fofitaine of al reuch, 
wich is the /ord;ſeco1ly bythe marter of it; the marter-ot 
whole 


ſcripture is in a word, that great miſtery of godlints |of which 2 
the Apoftleſpeaketh,God manifeſted m the fleſh && 6,4 glorious \Time3.16 


Col.1.27. 


miſtery: A hid ws which nan of the ww of this world conld «©.Cora 4. * 


bnow; A miſtery w ich no man by rne Witte of man 1s cuer 

able to conceiue ; A myſterie which the Angells in heauen 

do admire,and the Deuills in hell doe tremble at;zA miſterie 

which the Atheiſts in their mouthes doe [coffe at, bur euen 

at the ſame time in their hearrsdoe quake to confider. This 
is the matter of the {cripture,Jeſws Chr eiterday, to day, the 

zme for ener: he is the yea,and the amen of all the promiſes, Heb.1z. 8. 
the Alpha andthe Omegaytbe firſt,and the lait, the pith and F405* 
marrow of the whole:thirdly by the ſtile of it; Fallneſſe 3 , 
maieſbe in ſmplicitie of words the like temper no, where +4 

to be found in any humane writer whatſoeuer.I know-thar 
in ſundry parcels of the {cripture,there are to be ſcene. ma- 

ny more then feppes or prints of eloquence, which the 
wiſedome of God did to: make ys know , that he could 

if it had pleaſed him, hauefretriſed (3s it were) che whole 
volume of the booke with the excellencie of words; yet 
ogenerally it is ſo carried, infuch a low phraſe of ſpeache, 
which yer doth not ſauour of any earthly mould, but makes 

a man euen as it were in deſpighrt of himſelfe to admire it 
Thy teſtimonies are wonderfull on Dauid) .yert in the next P(al.; 19, 12g, 
verle he faith,uhe entrance into ſreweth light, gmeth wn- 
derſtan1ing:ſo that there is a depth of muſteric in plaines of 

words Fourthly,the end ofit; the end of the ſcriptureis not 
ro pleaſe idle humors with yariety of deligh ful matters, 4 
netherts exerciſe buſy wits with {ubtilty of queſtions, nor 
ro be as a matter of Rorie only to | acquaint men with the 
courſe of times, nor to furniſh me with ability to diſcourſe; 
the word of God aiwes at none of theſe ends, (which yet 
notwithſtanding are the cheife ſcope, and eyen the happi- 
neſſe of the moſt Aurhors,) bur it driues at this one poinc, 
to make aman wiſe unto ſalnation, To ſew the parh of life;To 1.1m.3.15. 

wide our feete into the way of peace, we may read inthe great Pal-1%"1 

ooke of the creatures (as I may. 1o' call it,) the inviſible —_— 
things of god,his eternall power & goahead; yer the knowledge 
"of God gotten there is of no power, but only to make ys in- 
etchſable. And therefore _ haucing ſpoken of the 

w 2 mae. 


10998 © 


+4 


Plal.g3. 


loh.443, 


Exed.zo0a8, 


Ver.30. 
L 


you ſee the price and exellencyof the word of God; 


Z The Digruie | 
maieſty of God which _—_— even in the creation of 
things, comes ar laſt, to this, The law of the lord is perfett con- 
xerting the ſou'e, toſhew, that without the word of God, 
though man might gaineknowledge enongh to condenne 
him,yet he could get none to ſaue him. And ſo many other 
places having declaredthe teſtimonies of the power of God 


which areto be ſcene euen in the yery waues of the ſea, at 


' hafthe concludes the pſalme, O /orde thy teſtimonies ave very 


ſore, meaning thar there is no certaineand comfortable 
knowlepeof God to be gotten, bur only from theace, 
And for the ſame cauſe Chriſt told the woman of Samaria, 
that they worſhipped they knew not what;and that the true wor- 
ſhip was only among the Iewes, becauſe they only had the 
ſcriptures. Now then looke how farre ſaluation, life eter- 
nall,cuerlaſting happineſſe, doe exceed all other things, by 
ſo much is the JoGrine ofthe ſcripture of greater price,then 
all other doQrines,then all other writings whatſocues Thus 
1084S 
for the author, the God'of truth; pretiovs for the matter,the 
gloricus myftery of Chriſt; pretions for the frame and forme, 
plainnes of ſtile mixed with maicſty: pretions for the end,to 
make ys wiſe ynto faluation. Let vs indeauour now tomake 
the beſt vſe of this doctrine, 

1. Thefirſt yſc of it,is ro admGith cuery miniſter, (who 
by his office and calling isro handle the word of God)to 
to doe it wirh reuerence and humility, in as much as itis a 
thing of that exceeding price, and therefore a woe ſhalbe 
ynto him whoſoeuer, that ſhall raſhly,and ynaduiſedly,and 
ynreterently diſpenceit.Wee ſhall read, that among other 
the holy things which God ordayned ro bemade in the 
ancient tabernacle he appointed a lauer of braſſe, in which 
Aaron and his ſonnes ſhould waſh their hands and their 
feete,ſo often as they went into the tabernacle, or did-goe 
ynto the altar to miniſter; which outward waſhing coman- 
ded to the preifts (and that with ſuch a trait penalty, that 
they muſt do it /eſt rhey dye,) ſeructh to teach all thoſe that 
ſucceed themin the ſeruice of God ,in the Church, to take 
heed how they do ynholily and without due preparing,and - 
ſidy,and an humble ſceking of the lord, aduentureto me 

Do 
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of the Scviptwre. , 
dle with a thing of that heauenly price,as the word of God 
is.1f ary man ſpeake, let bim ſpeake as the words of Ged(faich 


Saint Peter. LPer.4. 
2+ Secondly it is an admonition alſo to all that come to 


heare,ro rake heed (as Solomon ſaith) to therr feere —_— Feeleſu4.17 
come into the hoxſe of God. 1 may ſay to you touching the word 

of God,as Chriſt ſaied to the people touching Jobs bapteft, Matt 
what went ye owt (ſaith he) into the wilderneſſe to ſeefſo what is 

it that you come from your houſes to the Church to be per- 

takers ofis it an idle ſong,or an old wiues tale, or a fooliſh 
hiſtory,or a friuolous enterlude ro be laughed at?or whar is 

it that you come for;is ir not the word of God? if you ſay it 

it is, know you not of whar price itis, or doe you conſider 

from whom it comes, of whom it treates, and to what end 

it aymes?if you doe, how do yeu dare to come ynto it with 
ynprepzred,ynreformed, vnſantified hearts? how is it that 

we make no more account of hearing it, then of any other \ 
yaine imployment? Alas who is there amongſt vs, bur ge- 
nerally he comes with as great preparation to his worke, or 

to his market, or to his play, as he doth to the graueft exer- 

ciſes of the moſt pretious word of God? nay our preparati- 

on yually is greater vnto things of that nature, then to this: 

for whiles we are ſetting our ſelues ro theſe occaſions, we 

will buſy our tongues, and our thoughts, about the things 
pertaining to them;but when we com to the word, we ne- 

ver ſeeke to diſburthen our thoughts of all other marrers; 

that we might be the more free to entertaine 2 thing of thar 
exceeding price:Remeber what god ſaid ro Moſes when he 
appeared vnto him; when Moſes was comming towards "PI 
the place,God called vnto him;pat off thy ſhoozr, eFc.meaning 

by that ceremony to ſtrike a kind of awfull reverence into 
Moſes,when as he was now to come & ſtand before God: 
thereby alſo teaching vs,that when we come to the exerci- 

ſes of Gods worſhippe,(among which the yſe of the word 

is the principal )wee muſt labour(as the Apoſtie ſaich)ro caff 

away exery thing that preſſeth downe,8& to cale our ſeluces from 

euery vacleane, vnhallowed, worldly or needlefſe thought, net. .2.. 
from enery vureuerent motion, which may be a clogge, or 
hiaderance yato vs,in the ſaticing heareing of Gods word. 
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10 The Dignitie 
This is the ſecond vyſe. 

3- Thirdly ir is to be applied as an aduertiſement to all 
thoſe that Profeſſe themſclues ro be knowers and doers 
of the word,to beware how by theire cuill lucs,they be a 
meanes to bring the precious word of God into difgrace, 
wee ſee by euery daies cxperieace,how forward men of 
corrupt minds are,to pry into the actions and courſes of 
thoſe,which ſeeme to haue ſome more reſpecte vnto the 
word of God,and to religion,then they themſclues haue,& 
how ioyfull a thing it is vnto them, whenthey can haue bur 
any colour of occaſion to ſay. Lo theſe be rhe men that be ſo ful 
of ſcripture that talke ſo much of Gods warde , beholde their 
frues, marks It they be not as bad,or worſe then any other: This 
is a game ynto ſuch,and by this meanes,they wretchedly 
ſtrengthen themſclues in their contempt of all goodnes: 
woe to him whoſocuer,that ſhall give iuſt cauſeto ſuch 
people of exception,and to make Gods preciows word,to 
become a byword in the mouthes of cuill men: how often 
doeth the Apoſtle giue charge to profeſſors of religion,to 
looke ynto it,that the word of God be not emil! ſpoken of hat a 
heauy accuſatis is it that is laicd to the charge of the Tewes; 
the name of God is blaſphemed among the gentiles through you; 
what a ſharpe expoſtulation is thar which is vſcd by God 
him ſelfe againſte difſembling hipocriteswbich like a rows 
erin aboate,lookes one way,and puls another,to profeſle 
one thing,and doe the contrary,rht haſt thou to doe to take 
my couenant in thy month &c.D:uid was a man deare ynto 
God,yet becaute by his adulterie and murder, he had made 
the enemies of God to blaſpheme, the Lord would nor 
ſuffer the fat to goc away without ſome teltimony of his 


- diſpleaſure: And {ure what ever thou be,be ſure the Lord 


willpuniſhe thee, if thy euill life,thy not labouring to maſter 
thine owne affections,and to make thy conuerſztion ſuch 
as becometh the Goſple,doe giue occaſion to any prefane 
perſon,to icaſt at religion,and ſpeake ewll of the v:aics of 
Godlizes, Remember it therfore yee that loue the word, 
remember it, ſaic,thatthe word of God is precions,be not 
youa meanes to bring it into Ciſgrate , This is the third 
yic. IN TRIED 

4. A 


of tke Scripenre. 11 
4+ A fountvyſeis to cuct off all yaine and idle vſting 
of the ſcripcure:It.is.a common grace of ſome. to. yſe ſome 
words or ſentences of ſcriprure,in fired of icatts and pro- 
uerbs, in their common talke,by which co delight thery- 
ſelues and other. The word of God is Preciows,and ought 
to oe vied with greateregard./ will looks wor him that is of 
4 contre hearte,and that trembleth at my words . There is a 131-662. 
great difference betwixt trembling ar the word, ahd ma- 
king of a mans ſelfemerrie by playing and toying with the 
word, the Lord lookes ypon the oneand pirtierh it;he ſets 
himſelfe agajnſt the other and will ceuenge1t;Wee baue an 
example of the praiſe of it inthe hiſtoric of the Church, 
inthat wicked Emperour Iulian, his manner-was to reach 
ynto the Chriſtians boxes on the care, and withall to bidde 
them turne the orher;for(ſairh he your maſter biddes you 
that whoſocuer ſmitech you onthe cheeke, you [houldturne 
to him the other alſo: And ſo whe he denicd pay to the chri- 
{tia ſouldiers that were hieed by him, and they complained 
therof vnto him;his anſwer was, that he did ro make them 
fcefor the kingdome of heauen ; becauſe Chriſt had ſaid; 
Bleſſed are the poorein ſpirit, for theirs. is the Fiogdome of 
heauen;thus this prophane wretch ſcofted ar the {cripture: 
wee muſt labour fo take heed of the like wretchednefle. Pi- 
late was but a Heath&,yer the text {aith that when he heard 3 
bur the name of the ſoune of God he was afraid, Wee that pro« 2b 
feſle our {elues Chriſtians ſhould much more reuerence the 
holy word of God, in cuery title whereof, the maicltic of Fod.zo.zz. 
God may be ſecne. You ſhall read that the oz/e wherewith 
the raberaacle and the Arkec,and the. Prieſts were annomn- 
ted was holy, and therefore no man migat put it to ally 0- 
ther vſc,cither to annoint his owne fleſh with it, or to make 
- a.compoltjon like vnto it: The like may be ſaid of the holy 
,doctrine of the (cripture,it isappoineed as an ho'y oile, to. 
ſupple, and to refreſh the ſoules and conſcicnces of Gods 
people,and therefore may not bediuerted by vs, to any 0- 
therprofane or idle vſe whatſoeuer ...Ic is a taking of the 
name of God in vaine,anda breach of the third commaun- 
dement. Theſe are the yſes Ithought goad to wake of this 


that the things of the laiy of God are called hor.ourable or 
pre- 


1g 
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pretious ; And thus muc rouching the firft Part of this 
clauſe,the commendation of Gods word,the matter of ir, 
is ve e.anditijsy 10009. | 

I Wy vneo the Rſpare of the clauſe, touching the 
mercy of God in youchſafeing his word ynto vs, in theſe 
words, / bane written wntot In the handling of thiz 
clauſe,ſundry things are to be opened,as 1 how tt can be ſaid 
that God bak written his word: 2 why it was meere to write ut: 3 
when the word of God began firft to be nrinte,c bow it was preſer- 
wed far the Churches vſe allthat time: 4 how we ſhalbe aſſured, 
that that which vs tsnow called the ſcripture, is the 


ſame ward andpretions will of God, which be bath rittex forths 


vſe 4nd comfort of his people. Theſe poines are necte xo be 0+ 

ened, both for the well vndcrſtanding of this place jn 
Ls and for the ſerling of vs againft Atheiſme , and the 
perſwadirg of ys of the authoritie of the ſcripture, Time 
will not ſuffer me to enter into them all now,l will proceed 
as farre as I can. Firſt how it can be ſaidthat God hath written 
his word? 

God isfaid to haue written his word in two reſpeRs, 1 
becauſe the 10 commandements (of which all the reſt that 
is written in the yolume of the booke, is but asit were n 
comment or expoſition) theſe] ſay were written aſter a ſe- 
cret,yaknowne, and ynutterable manner by God him ſelfe, 
according as the ſcripture doth often mention it, ir is cal- 
led the finger of God, by which according to the moſt ordi- 

interpretation of the anchicnt fathers, is me:rnt, the 
ſpirit of God; Secondly God is ſaid to haue written his 
word, becaule all the reft that was wiitten (though men 
were the inftruments) yertit was done by his appoint- 
ment, and by his aſhftance.As concerning Gods appoint= 
ment we read how Moſes was commanded to write; ſo was 
Ifay, ſo was leremie, ſo was Ezekiell, ſo was Habakuk, and 
ſo was Iohn as you ſhal read in the booke of the Rewelation: 
and when as Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles ro be witne(- 
ſes of him, and publiſhers of his truth and doctrine ro the 
endsof the earth, aud to deliver that, of which the church 
ſhould have continuall vſe to the worlds end, no doubt he 
did in that charge infnwat,that th cy ſhould nor only preach 


by 


of the Sermrave, ' 
by word of mouth, but ſhould commir the ſumme of their 
dofrine,to wriuing a!ſo;. thattbe ſame.mighy be preſerved 
ro all poſterities. As it is p!ainethat God appointed the wri- 
ting of the ſcripure;lo he affifted the pen-men of ut, by the 
extraordinary, and immediate, and infallible guidance of 


his ſpirit;for which we need no better proofe then that one, perax.ar; 


of Peters,now once or twiſe aheady.mentjoned:ſortkes be- 
cauſe God writte the law immedutly with his owne finger, 
and then both gaue commandement and order for the wri- 
ting of the ref, and direQed the writers fo, that they could 
not inany thing iaditcd by them be nuftaken; the word is 
ſaid ro haue bin wraten by the lord, if 
The vſe hereof is firſt to be;a confirmation to that which. 

I ſaid before, touching the perfeRtion and price of the 
ſcripture; ir muſt needs be an abſolute & entire body,with- 
out avy ether ſuperfluity,or defeR,and comtaine a moſt ne- 
ceflary &cxa&t form ofdoQrine,ſeing that god is the author 
of it, ho both in his wiſedome knew what was.conneniit, 
and in his loue would not keepe ſecret anything which he 

knewe to be for the necefſary behoofe cf his own choſen, 

Againe it can be no ttiall or baſe or yulgar matter, 
which is commended vnto vs,as it were out of the boſome 
of che Lord; ani for, the rarifying . whereof,” opr (Saviour 
Chriſt ſpent his owne blaod 3 andin framing whereof 
the ſpirit of God hath breathed ſo extraordinarily. But the 
rancipall and, more. proper vie which we are to-make 
wont y to be anafſurance.to vs, of the ixrcyocable & vo» 
cha;geable cerraintie of the, ſcripturezard thar as cur; Saul- 
our fairh; Heawenande' 1th ſhall piſſe.an ay before oe rule ther- 
of dae fall tothe ground v+fullfilled. [tis a good obſciuation 
of one of the [A hana Pilate (faith he) being bur  man,af< 
ter he had (ct the title ouer Chriſts kcad ypon the crofie; & 
was dealt with þy the lewes to alter it,c uuld {oy ,qued ſeripfe 
ſerpſi,nerning that havingſet u downe [vpon gaod, acuiſe 
he wou!d not change it:wuch wore may.we be turc ahartke 
Lor1hauing written bis will,aud fer it torch ro the view of 
the world as apabſoluce rule ynto all, will reves alter the 
ehing thar,is gove out of his mouth ;, Men! aJret gk cir pris 

Yugo many omar becauſe of onpoocrſghs or iſles 
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or bectuſ&df 'fortis ſecond thoughts wiſer then their for. 
merat wa Vlaſphemice wornpumre any ſuch thing vnto* 
God *. Avainetherets mich failing in che execution of 
ricaslawes,citherthrough theremifſ-1es of thoſe that are 
i weraſted with then, or chrough want of power to goe tho- 


| Totelvwithithem 7" The Lord 1s reicher Niche xs men count 


er faith Saint Peter, neither yer is his hand ſhortened 
ehac he ſhould nor be able to tee cuery parcel! of his holy 
pleaſure pur in execution.Ir may ſecme needles ro infiſt vp- 
on this poimre ,, rouching the vnfallible cercaintie and 
fu:filling 'of che fcripture \, burif wee confider our times, 
wee ſhall ſee it isa needefull dofrine . For wharſoe» 
ter mens profeſſions; their conuerſation is ſuch , that 
a'man may well thinke of them, thar they imagin the word 
of Godto'be bur an idlerale, afrighrfull ſound co amaze 
fooles:fulf of rerrible threatnings, bur yer lighter then ya- 
ity in performance. Doth'the ynchaſt perſon think it erue, 
that whortmingers and adieltereyt God will midget doth the drit- 
kard belciue,that »o ſuch ſhall inhers the king dome of God?doth 
the vſurer imagiri thar there ig any certainty in char ſpeach, 
that no ſuch ſhalbe received mo heauen? doth the contemner 
8f Gods word ſuppoſe; that rhar ſhall come to paſſe which 
Paul faith VIZ: that the oyd'will in flaming fire, render ven- 
Fearce t6 them tha 18n0t hey rhe Goſpel? doth the deſpiler 
of knowledge perſwade himſelfe, that Solomon ſpake with 
#uchornie when he ſaid, The lord would laugh at his declyult- 
97 doe thoſe that prefume vporr' Gods mercy, andchmke 
they may line how they wilt, and repent when chey will, 
gfe ceedie" ro" that whete it'i&f9rd, thar cheſe which doe 
deſpiſe the riches of Gods bounty, and abuſe his patience, do but 
he 1y vy wr arh ro themſe/nes ag amt the day of mIgement. An d 
fo I might ſay ir many ocher things, Bic likely ca me think 
there is erath in the words which are fo flat againſt 
theſe courſes of whith'theit 'hfEis x concinuail vractiſc? 
fire ir is not: for out of all doubt, if they Had any ſuch con- 
etipe, nt did norr#ther ſay rorhemſciues as they didin'fe- 
reinies tieve, it is bur windy, they would humble chemſclucs 
beforc'lic Lord; for cheireevills paſt, and cheir firurerefors 
evarioi/ hould uninifeltriteir eeuctert perfivalion of che 
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of the . g 
certainite of thoſe Judgements-v hich Rand pen record 
in the ſcriptures . Tlerctore let vs remember this; this 

wure,this word, is nota deuife of man, it was write 


ſcri 
ten by God;every curſe writtE in it, ſh8ll fall ypon the vnre» 
penrant,anc euery bleffing promiſed therei be made 


goodto the loulc of euery true beleeuer. 
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He aext queſtion to. be handled in this 
ip ace, touching thag. which God hath heere 
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*&' of his laws, why it was meete that che 
God ſhould be comnted towritmg. As T haue pro- 
: ued yntoyouthag it was not writtE at adue- 
tures out of the humors of ſom priuate me, but by the ſpe- 
cial appointm& & direQi6 of Godzſo it ſhall appeare that 
the writing of it was not vndertake,but vp very great rea- 
ſon,and for yery exceeding good purpoſe. The maine and 
principall end,was the ſpirituall good and edification of 
Gods Church; that is not to be doubred,in aſmuch as in 
all things the Lord hath a. cheife reſpecte vnto the Glorie 
of his owne name in the good of his choſen:Bur how and 
in what manner,and for waat reſpects,the writing of the 
word was neceſſary for the churches good;it ſhal be worth 
our labourto enquire. Vaderftand therfore that the writing 
of the word was,and is forthe good of the Church inthis 
reſpeRe, euen that it may haue one certaine and vnfallible 
rale,by which all doctrine may be tryed,all controverſies 
in religion decided,all doubts reſolued,and cuery conſci- 
ence firmely grounded and ſetled in Gods truth. For this 
cauſe we read that whenthere was no word written, bur 
Moſes law,the do&trine of the prophets was tried by it. Af- 
ter, when tothe lazy of Moſes were added the ſermons of 
the prophets; then Fvery thing was referred vntothem:ſo 
Chriſt cleared his doQrrine and made it good by Moſes and 
all the prophets: & Pauls detence was this,that he had ſaid 
no other things, then thoſe which Moſes andthe prophets did 
ſay ſhon!d come, And all the learned in the beſt times which 
followed, toke the ſame courſe, leauing themſelues an ex- 
ample ynto vs,to make the written word,as it were the ſtan- 
dard or the kings beame,by which to ery all doQtrive thatis 
tendred to vs, accepting none for ſound & good, but onl 
that which is agreeing ; ny So that looke what err 
ſity ther was that che Church ſhould haue a Iudge ro __ 
doubts 


The Dignitie ' 
:donbrs;and arrue rulerto find out, and to diſcern the Wh 
the:fame is there,” that-the word ſhould be pur in writing, 
for the common and perpetual good of all poſterity. If any 
man thinke tharthe word of Gd mughr.as well and pro» 
firably haue proceeded for the Churches: good, from hand 
to haridgby lively voicc,as by writing,the father commend- 
ingitto his ſonhe,and fo continuing it one after another to 
the end; he is much deceiued; +For firſt the mind of man is 
very {lippery and weake, and ſoone ready to forget the beſt 
things;ſecodly mans nature is very prone toerror,&.apt ei 
ther to <ntertaine,or to broch new religions: and therefore 
ro prevent forgerfulnes,to auoid error, and topreſerue the 
truth of God from corruption; it was meet the ſcri 
(hould be written-/t is worthy to be marked, the ſpeach of 


Lukein = of his Goſpel to that noble has, Loki s 


he confeſl -_ mo been inftruſted, inthe doQtine of 
religion;yet he thought to write ynto him frone poine to poi, 
tho bratelebey rhe cerrainty of choſe things. doen though 
he had indifferent good knowledge before, yer writing the 
ory was the meanes to beget cerrawty. This ſhalbe written 
for the generation to come,ſarth Danid:writing is the beſt mes 
even (as we (c by common courſe )ro preſerue a thing vnto 
poſterity, 1 ty 
Beſides asin a generallitic it was neceſſary the word of god 
ſhould be wrieren,that there might be one certame rule to 
-iudge therruth by1ſo for: one maine pointe, of doQrine-it 
"was very behoofull,vi.to affureys that Chriſte che ſonne 
'of Mary was the truc Meſſias,who being-once:come,none 
other was to be looked for: To fetle ys wherin,there could 
be deuiſed no more dire courſe then this,ve-rhar firſt the 
romiſes of his comming ſhould be recorded, the nature 
and office andall other circumſtances of his perſon diſcri» 
ded,andthenthe hiſtory 'of all his acts,his birth, doctrine, 
'miracles,death cxactlic In ſo the": following 
ages comparingboch ather,& ſeeing how 'euery pro- 
edfewas fulfilled. & ning egtaſiecrampliieian 
treſdlueyporictharheec indeed was: the Chriftezand 
hereis no natic elſe given ynder heaven whenby: wee may 
tbe ſaued.Anexample of this vic 3 che —— 
» 4d 3 ue 
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bias in Chriſte himſelfe,wbo falling ito company after 


his reſurreQtion with ewo bf his diſciples, who-, were in 
ſome doubrzhegan ar Moſes (ſaieth the texte Jand mterpreted 
vita them m al! the. ſcrqrure the things which avere wrinen of 
bim. And whotocuer markes the courte of che hiftory of the 
Golpcil ſhall often find,rhat when fome ſpeciall. ation .of 
Chriſt 1s recorded,this, or the he _ ; _— 
done that the ſeriprure m:ght be > whic w ow 
behootul: _ writing er promiſes, touching the Mefſj- 
as,was to beour ground inthis maine pointe;that Chiift Je» 
ſus is tne one y appointedfſauiour of mankind, Heere then 
is the ifſuc ot my {peach:ir was meete the word ſhould be 
written, thatthe Church might neuer want arule of religi 
en,and in particular might be ſetied in this pointe,that the 
Chrift un whom we bel« cue, is that Sawour, whome wee 
neede not doubt to depetid/ypon. Let vs make yſcof thas 
(+1111 _ (0144! 381 2 0!) 2242000] 
: The vſe is this: our courſes {cconfidering the obedience 
that we owe vato God) ſhould be anſwerablero Gocs in» 
rents; fith therfore the antent of Ged in gweing order for 
the writing of hus word, ' wis the grounding and ſetling of 
our hearts in therruch of religion; 11 becom meth vs to la- 
bour, both to conceiue the doArine of Goclines,'o muchas 
is neceflaryto ſalvation; andin matters that concerne 'the 
worſhip ot God and- our own-ſoules health, not to build 
ypon opiaion, -coneeipt, or the traditjous of men vi hatſo- 
euverthey;be,but oniy vpon the {ſcriptures:becauſe whenwe 
come to'giue an-accounr.(as wee niult Jot our religionvrits 
Godjit ſhall not goe for currait,l beleeved , or I thoughe 
this,becaule ſuch a.one perſwaded me, or becauſe the law 
of the ime ſo comma led me,or becauſe my tathers before 
me ſo thought and from them 1recemed 1t:but this anſwer 
one!y ſhalibe accepted,whena man ſhal be able to ſay thag 
Th-s my hearthath/enbraged,ad vppon thee Have I: built my 
faith, becaaſe God bleſſing the muvitierie of hs holy word 
ynto me; have plainly per ceiucd; thet it the exprefſe do» 
Arine of the written word, 4nd the very. ſame. which God 
hath left ypon tecor4tor mito beloeve's Fins is:the; 
auſwere thattbaltbe chenaccepred of. Agmany tharefore as 
Wi: | doe 
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doe defireto haue' comfort of their religiervar the day of 
iudgement,mnſt:giue grear heed yiitothe teading & prea« 
ching of che word;8& ton humilitie'by;prijcr'be prepared 
ro it,thar in their ſecrer thoughts they may conceine ; how 
the word of God is a warrant of their beleefe, Men thinke 
this is a matter of impoſlibilitie ,- and caſt many peri's (the 
deuill helping chem forwar 1)” wich many ſhifts to nouzell 
chemſclues in! ignorance; bur till che ſayins of the ſpirit of 
God is true knowledge is e4/ie to him that will v61deftand; and 
God will alwaies giue a b'efſing, and reveale even his ſerver 
(as Dauid ſaith)wwo choſe tha; feare b;wo,nd wiilbe found of 
thoſe that ſeeke him as they oughtro doe. So'much of this 
10n and theyſeofit' , whie it was | meere that Gods 
word ſhould be written, MA 2 | 
The next queſtion neceſſarie for the clearing ' of this 
place,is,#hen rhe word of God began firſt to be written, of hov 
tl that time it was preſerned for the ſe of Gods Church. Touch 
mg which wee muſt hold;chat Moſes was the firft writer of 
the word of God char -eucr was''iIe 15 the qpinion of fome 
(I know) thar Enoch the ſeauenthfrom Adam, wior fome- 
thing;and that they thinke may be prouet ourof the ſaying 
of Saint lude,who alleageth ſome part of Enochs doQtrine, 
Bur Iude faith,not, wor, but Enochpropheſied:and it was 
poſſible forthe ſumme of Enochs\doQrine ro be continued 
without writing.Befides one Ioſephus,{whothimſelfe was 8 
Iewe, and writ of antiquities, ) faiththat Adams offfpring 
had erected two pillars;the one of brick the other of tone, 
in which they had engrauen many things;but thefe things 
are yncertaine i Ad that thete was no perrof Gods word 
written before Moſes,it may thus'be gathered Firft becauſe 
the Iewes, to whome as Saint Paul faith rhe orac ler of God 
were commited, had not in their canon,any holy writ more 
auncient : ther Moſes > ſerondly our Saviour labourng 
eo prooue hitaſelfeto be the Meſhas,the text ſaith he beg av 
af, Moſe-if there had beene avy author of greater arriquirie 
then Moſes,no doubt our fautour would hate allea oped it; 
inaſmuch as allthe' ſcripture thar was before him, was ro 
ecftimony'ot him. &nd ris likely that God! hinifelfe 
y writing the 10, Commande ments ——— 
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30 the Serptwre, | 
his owne fingers, did _—_ Moſes with the manner of 
writing and the vſe of letters, which for.ought wee c an find 
to the contrarie,yutillchat time,was vnknowne. If it be de» 
manded then,wherher till rhen, the church and people of - 
God were vtterly defticute or the word ? 

Lanſwer no;for it was alwaies atruth, that God would ace 
cept of no worſhip , but that which was according to his 
word;yoluntaric religion was hatefull ynto him, euen from 
the very fiſt beginning.Sith then it is apparent, that before 
the word was written,God was truly worſhipped, as by A- 
dam,Abell,Enoch, Noab, Abraham,&c. itmuſt needs be 
that there was ſome word, or ſome reuealed and knowne 
wil of God to direR them.If you aske how the will of God 
was then made knowne, and how preſerued?I anſwere, 
that the Lord reuealedit by holy oracles,by vifions,& ap- - 
paritions of Angells,yea and of Chriſt himſelfe, who is or- 
dinarily meant by the name of Angell throughout the old. 
reftament. Ar ſundry riames and in diners manners God ſpake to 
ovr f.thers in the oldtime,faith the Apotile, He ſpake to Mo» 
ſes mourh tomonth: He vſed alſothe miniftry of man for the 
ſpreading of that truthabroad ro many, which by viſion o«= 
zacle was reucaled to few. bod 1h 2c 

Thus the father ro the fonn, oneto another madeknown 
the will of God, But when the Church was enlarged, and: 
(baving beene ſhut yp in ſom fewfamilies). began to ſpread 
i ſelfe into a greater compaſle, and with all, corrupuon in 
religion encreaſed, ang the people of God by conuerſing 
with Idolaters were more ſubietto be miſled; rhe lord: 
gaue order to write the law; & in proceſle of time addedthe 
the writings of the prophets as expoſitions' ot the law; and; 
at the laſt, che new teſtament, tobe a full and manifeſt Gifs 
couerer of that mittery of Chnift, w hich was more darkely- 
(as it were) lapped in the types and figures and propheſies 
of the old. So that this is the anſwer ther! to eh-15 que Hony? 
nl Meſes began there was no worowriuen,yetthe charchy 
was not deſtitute, but by other meanes; was 1yade acquain®' 
ted with Gods will,and wes informediin ſuch things as'per- + 
tceived vnto life, We may make vic alſo ofthe cleatrirgof 
this queltion., 6 07T$1] JI0EL SR $f 4 O13! of 1388 we 
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Firſt of all it-giueth vs .iuſt occaſion to noteand bf 
the continuall care and providuncyet God ouer his Church, 
in that he hath neuer left it ynſupplied,bur in al times and a» 
ges from the beginning, hath taken a courſe for therighr 
informing it, in 
ry thereunto. 
Before Moſes he taught the world by viſions, & oracles, 
ſpeaking vnto the ſons of me fr heaut with hisown mouth. 
In the following times he ordained,and with his owne fin» 
ger (as it were) conſecrated the yſe of writing, for the per- 
peruall preſeruation of that truth, which otherwiſe in com- 


mon reaſon, ether time might haue worne out, or men of, 


corrupt minds haue falfified, to the corrupting and , poyſo- 
ning of the church.So that God may truly ſay to his church 
in generall, as he did once to the Iſraclites,>hat could I haze 
done more vbich I hawe not done 4mo you, 1 have ſpoken to you 


by vifions, Ihave revealed my holy will by the miniſtry of 15+ 
] 


Angells, Ihave committed it to perperuall record, thar;i 
might be turned into all languages, and read and peruſed 
by all men.God hath not ben wanting to vs,if we ſhal now 
be wanting to our ſelues, we ſhall bring ypon vs a greater 
meaſure of condemnation: we ſhall never be able to ſay; 
this arid this we would haue done,if we had knowne it, it 


ſhall alwaics be replied ypon vs ,as it was tothe people of 
old,he hath ſbewed thee,O ma what is good:the lord was never 


ſparing or cloſe-handed towards his Church, to ſecret any Mic, 6.8, 


thing, which might be a means to bring it yntolife. 
Secondly,this mutuall following cach of other, I meane 
of the making known of the word of God ynto the Church, 
by viſions, and reuelations,and then after in the appointed 
time by writing, ſerueth to ſhew ynto ys, that as before the 
word was written, the power of God was not to be doub- 
ted of, but that he was fully ablero acquaint his Church 
with all needfull matter;ſo now the word being written,no 
viſions,or revelations mult be looked for, Now the written 
eext is our only guide;and whoſoeuer he ſhould be,thar vn» 


der pretence of ſome ſpeciall marter extraqrdinarily reuga- 


led to him, from heauen, ſhould indeauour to perlwade ys 


Dy wr any 


uch things as were behoofull and necefſa- 
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24 The Dignitie 
any thing befidts that which is already writren, though he 
ſhoald bring neuer ſo great probabilicies & ſhews of like- 
lyhood,yert he were not to be beleeued. It is true,Chriſt pro- 
miſed to ſend his ſpirit ynto his Church,and he hath and 
dorh,ſtill make good his promiſe, bur yet,not that men vn- 
der a pretence of the ſpirit, ſhould contemne the ſcripture, 
bur that they ſhould be better able to profic by the ſcrip- 
ture, For the proofe whereof we haue an excellent place in 
Lake, where it is faid,that Chrift comming among his diſci- 
ples aſter his reſurrefion, opened their underſtanding, but to 
whar end?* what? that they ſhould from that time deſpiſe 
the written) word, and take yponthemto deliver what they 
would,  yndera colour of being inſpired from aboue? no 
but he'opened there ynderftanding, that they might wnde r- 
ſtand the ſcripture. - 

So that the increaſe of the gift of Gods ſpirit in them, did. 
not priuiledge them from tying themſelues ſtil to the doc» 
trine of the Fer ture. But you will marueile perhaps to 
what end / ſpeake this? you ſhall know therefore, that as 
there were in the elder times certaine Heretiques called 
Enthuciaſts which pretended([know not what) viſions, and 
ſecret conferences with the ſpirit of God, and ſo contem< 
ned the'written word: So out of their aſhes haue riſen in our 
daies, men of the ſame humor; knowne by the name of the 
Famely of lowe, who deſpiſed the ordinary courſe of the mi- 
_ of man, and of attaining to the knowledge of falua- 
tion by the written word, and ſtood ypon priate reuelati- 
ons,and ſuch other idle fancies, commeding ynto mentheir 
owne dreames, ynder the name of the ſpeciall inflinAs of- 
Gods ſpirit: and the dregges of this grofſenes are remai- 
ning among ſome'to this day. Now leaſt at any time wee 
ſhould be decemied withſuch ſenſlefle and fooliſh preten- 
ces, wee muſt ynderftand .that fince God comniitted his 
word to writing ,either viſions, and the courſes of thar na- 
ture haue beene very ſeldome, or els 'all "thoſe ro whome 
God hath ſo reuealed any thing, haue beene ticd to the 
iudgement of the ents . Saint Paul was taken yp into 
the third heauen,and had Qirange things diſcovered to him, 


yerthis was lil his plea for himſelfe, and the thing be food 
ypon 


of the Serene. : nl 
ypen,that he ſaid no other things thenthoſewhich Mons 


the Prophets did ſay ſhonld come. And therfore if cicher Papitts, $26* 


or Familiſts,or any of the like ftamp;fhall ynder any colour 
ef viſions or yoices from heau&,andthe like perſwade vs to 
any thing contrary te that wee haue beene taught , let ys 
ſtraight vrge them,to make theirmarters good by the word 
wrictergzand then ſhall wee find that zrue which-an ancient 
Father hath ſaid,viz.that if you bring them once to defend 
their queſtions by ſcripture alone,they cannot ſtand. /t hath 
alwaics beene the badge of Heretiques , that they were 


rripturarum Lncifuge )men that could not abide the light of the x 
a mayer thus much for this queſtion, when the ward was Ve 


written, and how the Church of God was imftrutted untill then. 
Now come wee to the laſt and waightieſt,viz.that ſeeing: 
God faieth heere in our texte, that he hath wrieten his law 
wm v3;how wee may be aſſured that that which wee now haue, 
& is called by vs gods words indeed thatholy will of his, 
which he commaunded tobe written for the good & comms 
forte of his people?And this is a point of greate moment , 
becauſe yf wee ſtagger therin,wee can haue no certaj 
of religion. Wherfore I pray you let us obſerue it the rather, 
that wee may haue wherwith to ftop the mouthes of A. 
theifts and profane ſcoffers; and auoide allo the doubrings 
& quefti6s, which may ſometimes ariſein our owne hearts. 
Vnderftand therfore this firſt of all,thart nothing is able to 
perſwade a mis conſciece, that the ſcripture is the word of 
God, but only the ſpirit of God. The Apoſtle Paule ſajeth 


truly,that #o man can ſay that leſus is the Lorde,but the holy 1.Cor.12 3, 


Ghoſte.Therfore my meaning 18 to ſpeake only of ſuch refti= 
monies which are of forcero conuince the conſcience,and 
to make men that thay ſhall not be able to deny the ſcrip. 
ture to be from God,thoughto frame their hearts to yee!d 
yntoit,is inthe power of God only to effect. Now ro come 
a deoree neerer to the matter,wee muſt know alſo tharthe 
beſt proofesfor the ſcripture that it is gods word,are to be 


fetched out of ir ſelfe:for which cauſe it is called /ighr,be- vr ns.105. 
ms 6K. v-2-14-23.Ke. 


cauſe it diſcouereth it ſelfe;:and many times the reſf 
the Lorde becauſe it beares witnefle to it ſelfe. The papitis 

would haue vs ſtand to the w_—_ of the Church, which. 
2 is 
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is akogeather doubrfull;forthere may be as greate queſti. 


on made of the Church,wherher it be the true Church of 
God,as of the ſcripture,whether ir be the erue word of 
God.The teftimonie and authority ef the Church may be 
ſome inducement to a man in this caſe,according as Saine 
Auftine faieth it was to him;but it can deno certaine argu« 
mene.Know this then,that there is a certaine cuidence of 
Gods ſpirite,as it were imprinted in the ſcripture, which 
ſheweth the divine excellency therof,aboue all the writings 
of men whatſoeuer. And this ftands ypon ſundry particu» 
lars;Firſtthe purity of the law of God written by Moſes,a- 
boue all the lawes that hauc bene euer enated and deuiſed 
by the wiſeſt men. Wee read of many worthy law-giuers 
among the Heathen,that ordained ſtatutes of greate wiſe- 
dome for the gouernment of their people:yer was ther ne» 
uer any law deuiſed by the wit of man,bur it needed ſore 
reviewing,and for ſome reſpect was ether to be repealed, or 
abridged,or enlarged;beſides that,ſcarce any law can be ſo 
wiſely framed by a ſtate, but ſome or other will find a ſhifte 
to doe the yery thing, which the intente of the law was to 
forbidde,and yet free himſelfe from the danger of the law, 
& ſtand ypon tearmes as if he had notbrokeir. Ic is not ſoin 
ene law of God,as it was firſt given out,ſo it ſtands, without 
any changing,nerher was there cuer any found, able to car- 
ric himſclfe ſo cunningly in the praQtiſe of any evil, but this 
law in one reſpe&tor other would ſurely find him guiltie, 
Secondly,the qualitie of the matter in ſcripture-Tn the wris 
tiogs of the Heathen wee ſhall find. ſome giuen kere and 
thereof the myſerie of mankind, and ſome cold comforts 
taught for the rejeiuing it, but the true opening of the di- 
re&t cauſe of mans miſcrie,to witte ſe, and the entring in 
of fine into the world by Adams fall, and the perteR and 
full remedie for allthis, namely Chriſts death, was neuer 
knowne or heard of, but only from the ſcripture. Thirdly, 
the antiquitie of the ſcripeure;for the bookes of Moſes are 
more auncient , then any humane wriers,in that they ſet 
downea hiftorie fromthe beginning of the world, a th 


ing 


which other writers knew not of, or els borrowed from 


Moſes,or els, corrupted with many fables, aud ridiculous 
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narrations.Befides there is no writer of any humane fory, 
that can be prooued to be more ancient then Nehemias & 
Ezra,who were about the yeare of the world 3500;Fourth- 
ly,the admirable conſent of the whole body of the ſcrip.  # 
ture within it ſelfe,all conſpiring together in this one poinr, 
that through the name of Chriſt all that beletne in him, ſhall ve- 
ceine remiſſion of ſmmnes. what ſhewes of yncertaintie and dif- 
ferences ſoeucr may appeare, either in numbring of yeares, 
or in any circumſtance of hiftorie, orin any point of do= 
Arine;are ſo fully & apparently reconciled by thoſe which 
haue labonred therein, that there canbe no iuſt colour of 
exccption.Fiftly,the certaine cuents of the propheſies ther- 
of, as of the comming of the Mefſias,the calling ofthe gen> *. g 
tiles,the reucaling of Antichriſt, of the the going of the po= 
ſteritic of Abraham into Egypr,& their deliverance thence, 
of the fower Monarchies by Daniel, And it is worth the no- 
ting which wee read in Iſay,who ſpeaking of the captivity 
of the people of the ewes in Chaldea, doth not only pro- 

hecle their deliuerance,bur names the very man by whom 1... 
the Lord would ſauce them,Cyrws,and yet Way lived at the 
leaſt a thouſand yeares before Cyrus was borne, Like ynto 
chat was that prophecie of the man of God aginſt the Altar 
of Bethell built by Ieroboam,he names the partic /oſiab,& 
relates the particulars what he ſhould doe , andyer it 
was at leaſt 330 . yeares before Tofiah was borne. 
So leremy told the people the iuſt number of yeares in x,,,,... 
which they fhould be capriues vnder Babilon, (70. jeres). 
And wee our fclues1f wee will oblerue it , may lee daily 
how the propheſies of the ſcripture are accompliſhed. Paul 
ſaid in thelaſt times men ſhow!d broch doftrines of devills,uiz 
forbidding tomarry,e commanding to abſt aine from meater,we 
ſee it verefied in Poperythe ſaith againe,that in the laſt daies* 7193 
wen ſhall be lowers of themſelnes,c4c. doe wee not perceiue a- 
mong our ſclues;how theſe euiils daily doe increaſe?he ſaith 
further,the time will come when men wil not ſuffer x ho/eſame 
doftrive.we may &ehold how this is made good wn day m4 & 
There is no doQtrine more wholeſome, then that. which is 
applied to mens particular ſinnes, & yet it is a thing which 


men will nor cadure.Saint Peter propheſied,& ſo did Saint 
: D ; Iude, 
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lude,chatin the laft rimes,there ſhould Be workers men wah. 
ing after there owne luſts, we peed nor goe farreto ſee the ac» 
compliſhment of this prophecy. How doe men deſpiſe the 
Iudgments of God; and icoffe at all gooones , and prefer 
the ſatiſtying of there owne luſts, before obedience to the 
will of God? Thus that which we our ſelucs are witneſſes 
of, declares the certaine | cuents of theforerelling of the 
ſcripture, and it is an aſſurance yoto vs, that it.is the word 
of God.Sixtly, the ynpartiall faithfullneſſe of thoſe thar 
haue been enditors of the ſeueral books. In Moſes it is worth 
the noting how he preferreth.the relating of the txuth of 
the ſtory, before the diſcreditiag of his owne birth; he was 
borne of the tribe of Lewyyet it you read Gov, 49. youſhall 
finde he doth noc ſpare to report,the hard-ſentence that old 
Jacob gaue of Leui at his death, Simon and Len, brethren in 
exill,inſtruments of cruelry, into their ſecret {et not my ſaule came, 
&c: And in Niepbers he doth not{pare Aaron.and Mirysm 
his owae brother and ſiſter, but hath left their  Sgagan® the 
diſpleaſure of God againſt it, vpon perperuall record:nay, 
he is not aſhamed to reucale his owne error,and how much 
the lord was offended with him,and:how for ithe threatned 
him, that he ſhould never came into the promiſed Canaan- 
he doth in the flory many . times make: mention of itt is 
ſaid that Saint Marke wrotthe goſpel! out of Perers mouth, 
and yet thedenyall of Peteris more expreſly laid downe by 
Marke, then by any other Euangelift. And Paul ſers downe 
with his ewne pen,his owne faults in. morc ſharpe meaſure, 
then any other man would doe, was a blaſphemer, a jerſecu- 
tor,an oppreſſor. This argueth that theſe men were guiced by 
God,in that they were ſo free from flattery,that they ſpared 
not themſelues.We know it is contrary in other write! s:you 
ſhall ſee generally choſe chat wrice hiſtories, ſpeake partiallic 
ether of {ſome m&, or of their own natiue couries: as if a man 
ſhould read the Chronicles of England, he would thinke 
that to bethe only country.It ſhewerth the ſcripture to have 
been guided by ſome higher ſpirit, it being ſo free from all 
artialify. Seauenthly,the wonderfull preſeruation of the 
okes of the ſcripture: Atthe firſt, the two tab'cs of the 
law which were written by Gods owne finger,were apoin- 
ted 


of the Scripture, 2 


Tribe of Leuj commanded to attend it. 


Next,the bookes which Moſes himſelfe wrot,as hewrog Exo4is 27. 
them by the ſpeciall appointment of god,(as appeares) ſo » 4A 
he deliuered it to the ſonnes of Leui alſo to be kept, Ioſhua * Sunues;» 


tooke the ſame courle for the preſeruation of that which he 
had written:So did Samuell, yet this is nothing inreſpe& 
of that which followed. The propheſy of Jeremy - was bur- 
ned by king Ichoiakinne, therby thinking to aboliſh the 
whole memoyy of it;bur the lord preſently cauſed the ſame 
to be written againe,yea,and addedthereunto many words. 


When Manaſſes and Ammon, two wicked kings to the end ** * 


they might the better draw the peopleto Idolatry,. andto 


keep them in ir,had ſuppreſſed the booke of the law; yet in' .Chron. 34. 14. 
the daies of Iofias,itpleaſed God, that euenin the ruynes of *Macn- 


the temple, the booke of the law was found againe. It is re- 
corded 1n the booke of Maccabces, how thar king Aartio-, 
chus cutin.peices,and burntal the bookes of che law which 
he could find, and followed the marter ſo extreamely, that 
whoſocuerhad a booke of the teſtament found by bim,he 
ſhould be put to death. And Euſebius ah auntient writer of 
the ſtory of the Church, reports how Diocleſian a heathen 
Emperour, and a cruell perſecutor, both forbad the vie of 
the Cn of the prophets and Euangeliſts, and conſumed 
them with fire alſo.So that indeed itisa very miracle, and 
an argument that the ſcripture is from aboue, in aſmuch as 
notwithftanding the perperuall cumity of the deuill agaiuſt 
I, the indeauours of Heretiques to corrupt it, the practiſes 
of Tyrants vtterly to aboliſh it,and rhe many hazards which 
the Church hath ng in, which could not chuſe, but endan- 
gerit; yetit hath ben preſerued whole and entyre,yea,cue 
in the originall tongues, the old teſtamentin the Hebrew, 
and the new in the Greek,cuen vnto- this day: we may well 


apply vntoit the words of the Palme, + is the Lords dawg, Pli-t.24. 


and it is marucilous in owr eies. Eightly,the forme and dignity 
of the ſtile, which is (as I ſaid) Fulnes of maieſty in fimplict- 
ty of words;There is no parte or tittle of it which ſauourerh 
of any carthlines; the maicſty of the ſentences is ſuch,as it 
cannot be fully and wholly cenceiued and 'vetered by any 

manz 
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manzand yet it is alwaies more powerfull in matter, then in 

words. And we ſeethe bookes called the Apochripha, whe 

haue cndeauoured to expreſſe the excellency of that holy 

Rilezare yet ſo farre from it, that they are bur cold, and even 

barbarous in compariſon. Ninthly,if when we conſider the 

excellency of the matter, and the heauenly Afaieſty of the 

file, we ſhall remember alſo what kind of men they were 

which wrort it, it will adde ſome ſtrength ynto this proofe. 

For if we conſider them ſimply in themſelues, we ſhall ſee 

how vnfit they were by all likelihood for ſuch a Rory. 

Moſes firſt a ſhepheard,thena reny a yery child 

by his own coafefſion; Peter a filherman,one that was never 

trayned yp in learning; Mathew a publican, a mecre ftran- 

ger to the things of God;Luke a phiſitian, learned,but yer 

not accuſtomed in things of that quality; Paul a perſecutor, 

a profeſſed enemy tothe doQtrine of the goſpell: It could 

not chuſe but be ſome heauenly and ſpirituallpower, that 

ſhould call,& afterwards enable theſe me vnto this waighty 

bufinestobethe penme of that,in which ſo much admirable 
excellecy doth appeare.Tehly,lct vs c6fider alſo the power 

& efficacy of the ſcripture. There is no man bur if he obſerue 

it and hearkento ir, ſhall finde the power of it, how it 

ſearcherh into the very ſecrets of a mans heart, and dewiles 

aſſender the ſanle and the ſpirit and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 

and ments; it firikerha terrorinto the very conſciences of 
thoſe, which are the greateſt enemies vnto it,and would 

ſceme to deſpite it:and that is the very thing,that bath cau- 

ſeditto haue ſo many and greiuous aduerſaries among 
men, We may behold alſo how it works tothe reclaiming 

of many men from their euill waijes; what fruirs 6f holines 

it brings forth in the lives of diucrs that profeſſe x, with 

contempt of the world,whar hatred of finne,what duties of 
mercy; yea,and how the louc and ſweetnes thereot hath ſo 


poſſeſſed the hearts of ſore, that they have ben content . 


not only to ſacrifice, their wealth, their credit, their goed 
name, their liberty for it, but euen their very lives, and to 
chuſe rather to beare any torments, then to diſclaime that 
holy truth, which by the reaching of the ſcripturegthey haue 
once throughly entertained. Thus this power of the word 


m 
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in cenuincing ſome, in conuerting others, in atazing ſome, - 
me ONG others, in drawing ſome earneſtly to loue it, in 
prouoking others deeply and tiranouſly to deteſt it, this 
ſame ſecret and effeRuall working of it (I ſay) vpon the ſe- 
cret powers of the ſoule, isa te{ imony for the ſcripture, 
chat it is no deuiſe of man, bur the yery ſacred will of God. 
Theſe ten rokens, Ihaue thought good to commend ynto 
your care and confideration,by which it may be manifeſted 
vnto v$,that that which we call the Bible,and is dayly com- 
meded ynto vs to be theword of god,is indeed tharwhich it is 
ſaid to be, and che yery thing by which we ſhalbe iudged 
at the laſt day. i. The purity of the law,2, The matter of the 
ſcripture, the deſcription of mans miſery, and of the true 
remedy for it. 3. The antiquitie of it.q. The conſent of it 
with it ſcife.5. The certaine cuent of all propheſies.6. The 
ynpartiall dealing of thoſe that write it.7. The miraculous 
preſeruation of jt fromthe firſt writing till now. 8. The ma» 
xfticall ſtile wherein it is written.g. The condition of the 
penmen before they were called to that ſeruice.1o. The 

ower & efficacie of itin the working ypon mens conſcien- 
ces. Howſocuer (as I haue ſaid) nothing is ablero perſwade 
the minde, but only the ſpirit of God, yet theſe particulars 
are of force to conuince, and to proue vnto men, whether 
they will or no;that the ſcripture is no bumane hiſtory,but 
the oracle of God,ordayned by him,to be as it were, a {3ght 
ſhimmg in a dari place, (as Saint Peters words are) that by 
the direCtion therof,our feet may be gnided inthe way of peace. 
The world groweth to a ripenes and perfection in al kind 
of finne,and the Lords long ſufferiog hath made many to 
thiuke,that religion is but a toy,and all ſcripture merely 
yanitic:and many hearing manifeſt teſtimonies alleadged 
out of the ſcripture againft their lewdnes,arc not afraid to 
ſay,that ſure itis not all fromGod, which is faied to be his 
word welides that euery man by nature ſhall find a ſpice of 

Athe ime,cuen m his owne betnieand he ſhall find doubs 

tings ariſe ſometimes cuen in theſe maine Points,how he 

ſhall know ſcripture to be {cripture,and that there is ſuch a 

God,and a Chriſt,and a Hell,and a Heauen,as is there made 

mention of. And therfore for ſtrengthning of vs, both z- 

E 1 oainſt 
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painſte the Atheiſts,and ſcornerswhich wee ſhal meete with 
inthe world,and the doubtings which may ſpring vp in our 
owne hearts, haue thought good( my text giuing me ſo 
juſt occaſion), ro diſcourſe thus largely of this matrer.for 
wheras God ſaicth here he hath-written to vs his law,wee 
cannot poſſibly make any true profitable yſe of this ſpeach, 
excepte wee becleared inthis poince;That that which wee 
account Gods law,is that ſame doQrine which his will was 
ould be committed to writing for our good. 


The third Sermon. 
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RESEZR /t they were comnted as a ſtrange thing. This is 
{WS [che ſecond parte of this yerſe,the former 
TaAlhewed the bounty of God vouchefafcing 
his law; this ſheweth the vnthankfulnes and 
impicty of men in deſpiſing his law;ſith 
that by the very courſe of the words,it is 
plaine that there is a faulte heare dilcouered,therfore in the 
handling of this part, I will follow this courſe. 1.1 will ſhew 
the nature of the fault. 2.1 will opEthe greatnes of it.3.1 will 
declare what puniſhmet is beloging to it.q.I wil apply it to 
toſce whether it be nor alſo our fauir.fifthly,when 1t is ma- 
nifeft chat to count the word of God as a ſtrange thing is 2 
faulr,and ſuch a one as ſhalbe puniſhed, and which is alſo 
our fault;I wilthen reach of whar vie all theſe points ought 
ro be ynto vs, and what we muſt indeauour to learne there- 
byztheſe be the parts and points of this daies ſermon, all ne- 
ceſſary to the profitable handling of this clauſe. And firſt 
what the fault was, and wherein this people treſpaſſed, 
when they are ſaid to haue coſited the great matters of gods 
law,as a ſtrange thing. 7 

The effect and ſubſtance of chefaulte in a word was this, 
that how be irthe lord had committed and commended 


- his 


the Scriptare. 3r 
his word ynto VOM, - their neceſſary vſes, intending Fs 


jt ſhould be familiar ynto them,and alwaics at hand with 
them as a Councellor in all their occaſions to aduiſe them, 
yet my reputed it as a matter, not pertaining ro them;ſo 
that, wherin they onght to haue bene moſt converſant in it, 
they were the greateſt ftrangers;neither were they lefle 
ſeene,or more ſlenderly experienced in any one thing,then 
the rules and precepts of the ſcripture.Thar is breifely the 
ycry true faulte,for v;hich the ynthankfull Iewes are chal- 
lenged in this place,and that was my firſt pointe. Now left 
when wee ſhail be found guilty of the ſame rreſpaſſe,ir 
fhould ſeeme vnto ys but alight offence;let me draw you 
to the next point, which is the greatnes of it,and how grofle 
athing itis co counte the honorable matters of Gods law, 
as aſtrgnge thing.l will endeauour to make it manifeſt after 
as familiar a manner as I can. This is that therfore which I 
fay of it,that it was a fault, compounded and made of 3. 
groſle cuills;1 is diſobedience, 2 ynthankfulnes, z neglect of 
their owne priuate o00d,cuen the good of ſoules.Firlt it 
was-diſobedience;for the commaundement of God was 
very ſtraite,that they ſhovld all,one and other acquainte 
themſclues with the things of his law,wherof that one 


place which is in Deutronomy,is a ſufficier witnes; Andrheſe chap.6.6,3 


words &c:Therfore beſides the ordinarie courſe of teaching 
by the Leuits in the Temple, the Lord commaunded , to 
bind them as /ignes vpon their beads, and write them won the 
Poſtes of their houſe , & vpon their gates. & all to the end that 
the law of God by that means might become familiar voto 
them:ſo that it was a manifeſt contempre of Gods com- 
maundement,to pafle that by,as matter which concerned 
them not,which the Lords defire and will was by all meanes 
toaccultome them voro.As it was diſobedience ro the ex- 
preſſe will of God.(and ſo according to the ſaying of Samu- 


ell co Saule,as bad as [mne of richcraft. Yo it was vnthank. 5397-15-23 


fulnes alſo, & a moſt odious abuſe of gods kindnes.Con- 
fider how;marke the words of my text, 1 have writtento 
them ec laieth God,ſo that the written word is 25 1t were 
an epiſtle or letter ſent from the Lord yato his Church. 
AlctterI fay of which the matter is waighty, and ſuch 8 
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concernesall,cuen inthe highteſt degree;ſo the carriage & 
frame of it, confidering what the Lord is in reſpect of ys, 
is full of excecding kindnes,many gracious promiſes,many 
kind entreatics, many — aduertiſements,cuery word 
in a m1anner,ſauouring of vnſpeakeable loue. Nowpurcaſe a 
king ſhould writea letter to hismeancft ſubiects,nay to ſuch 
as being traytors to him,Rood at his mercy to be diſpoſed 
with at his pleaſure(for ſois the cafe betwixt God and ys ) 
and ſhould in all remperate manner ſpeake gratiouſly vnto 
them,promiſing vpon their ſubmifſhon,a finall —_ 
of their mil behauiour,yea & a purpoſe to take them fina 
ly into his fauour;yf theſe men thus at the kiags pleaſure, 
and thus kindly written vnto,ſhould throw the letter afide, 
rot youchſafeing to pervſc it,what name would wee giue 
ynto this demeanor;we would ſay ynthankfullnes were too 
fauourable aterme,preſumrion, villeny, vntollerable inſo- 
lency; we would not know how to diſcribe it. How muſt ic 
not needs then be yngratitude in a higher degree, that the 
lord writing to his enemies ( as we are all by nature) ſuch 
a gratious letter of reconcilement,lucing to win vs, when as 
it were meeter that weſhould euen with teares of bloud 
importune him: yetthe ſonnesof men whoſe breath is in 
their noſthrils , not waighing this vnutterable kindne 
ſhould dare to ſer at naught ſuch a meſſage, and to let it fli 
as if it were ſome idle ſtuffe, not worth the looking on?A- 
gaine wheras itis often touched inthe ſcripture,thatthe logd 
had a ſpeciall regard ouer the Tewith nation, wore then to 
any other ynder heauen; the liberty of enjoying the law of 
ood, is noted 2s the principal benefit which the lord vouch- 
tafed them, hat nation i there fo great (ſaith Moſes) thet 
hath ordinances and /awe: ſo righteous, as all the 1. which 1 
ſet before you this dzy. And Dauid inthe Pſalmes havein 
{poken ar large rouching the prouicence of God ouer al 
mankind, cometh ar laſt ro ſhew wherin the Tewes had the 
preeminence aboue all other, inthefe words; He ſhewed his 
word wnto lacob, his ſtatutes and Iudgments wnto Iſraell, he hath 
not dealt ſo with wation:And Saint Paul propounding to 
himſelfe this queſtion, what is then the pre 


ferment 'of the Tem? 
anſwereth it thus, cheifly becanſe vuro theme were committed the - 
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oracler of God, So then ſem _— all the bleſſings that 
e choiſe, thatthe grear 

things of the law were committed yntothem, in it muſt 


God beſtowed ypon the, this was 


needs be an argument of extreame ynthankfulnes inthern 
to make ſo (light account of fo great a fauour, 

The third euill of which this euill here reproved inthery, 
was compounded;was, negle& oftheir owne priuate good. 
For the lord had not commended to them, the things of his 
law,fimply as a meanes by which they might ſhew their o- 
bedience vnto his authority, but the intent of the1ord ther= 


in was the furtherance of their good./ gaze them( 
featutes and ordinances which if a man dee, he ſhall line in thens: 
the glory ſhould haue returned to God by theirobedience, 
but the cheife profit ſhould haue beene their owne. and 
therfore for them to let the law lie, like ſome 01d booke our 


of ſe, or ſome other forlorne or forraigne matter, it could: 
not but argue a moſt miſerable negle&, and bewray then 


to be men of a moſt profane and diſſolute diſpoſition: ſo 
then if you demaund what great matter this was, for 
which this people was ſo highly blamed jn theſe words, 


They haue accounted the great things of the law,as afirange 


thing?l anſwere, it was an error compriſing vnder1t. 3fon'e 
euills;1. rebellious dilobedience to Gods expreſſe comid- 
ment: 2.pretum tuous contermpt and baſe efttmation of gods 
great kindnes. ;. the deſperate negle@t of the ſaluation of 
their owne ſoules, This is the ſecond point, Now for the 
third, 
Which is,touching the puniſhment due to this fault: if we 
Laue obſcrued what hath beene ſaid before rouching the 
nature of the ſinne, we cannot doubt, ether that it deſerues 
a puniſhment, or that the lord will ſurely proceed againſt 
It in his due time:bur yer if we ſhall confider what the fſerip-' 
eure faith of it in particular,it wil much more affeQ vs. Thus 
much therefore we may generally vnderſtand that the lord 
puniſherh no finne more greivouſly, then the contemning 
of his word;and thereof we haue no more full and pregnant 
example then this Tewiſh nation. For wheras ſundry times 
beforethe comming of Chriſt in the fleſh, rhe wrath of 


God came ypon them, that the iudgimenes wherwith they 
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were viſited, made eu& their cares totingle that heard them, 
and brought that very people, whome he had carried (as it 
were) in bis armes out of Egipt, to become a hiſſing and a 
by-word to the whole world; whoſocuer obſcructh the 
courſe of the prophets,ſhall finde that the principall ground 
of all this, was their light account of the holy doditine of 
God,their preferring the inventions of men, the guiſes of 
other nations,and the traditions of their fathers; before the 
bleſſed will of the lord manifeſted and reuealed to them in 
his law. But leſt we ſhould thinke this is nothing tv vs 
(rhough indeed it was left written to admoniſh vs) concer- 
ning this matrer, thereare two places of holy ſcripture e- 
ſpecially to be conſidered, and they are both in the booke 
of the Prouerbs,the one is, he that rurneth away his care from 
bearing the law: enen his prayer ſhalbe abhominable. marke 1 
pray you; there is no duty in the ny ſcripture to which 
the lord hath promiſed a greater bleſſing then the duty of 
prayer;the lord takes it as an honor ynto- him, to haue this 
title, to be called the hearer of prayers; yetthe negletof 
Geds word,the making no account of the meanes to bring 
vs to the knowledge of it, turnes alla'mans praycrsinto 
finne, ſtops yp the eares of the lord vnto all his ſutes, doth 
(as it were) barre yp the gate of heauen againſt him, that 
though his requeſt be neuer ſo earneſt, yet it is ynpoſſible 
for him to haue entrance. God will heare no prayer that 
proceeds from him which doth not cfteemethe knowledge 
and ynder{tanding of his word; a fearefull Indgment. 
The other place is,O you fooles ow long will you loue fooliſp+ 
me3,C7 the fooles hate knowledge;and agajne,you haue aeſpiſcd all 
counſel, wonld none of my aduice;zmark now what fol- 
lowes,/ will alſo laugh at their deſiruttion + mocke n hen thew 


feave commeth.1 beſeech you in the feare of God,let vs con- 


fider it.The lord is often reported of, to vs in the ſcripture 
bythe name of a mercifull God,a God that doeth nor PU- 
niſh willingly:a God that doeth not take delight in the 
death of himthat dieth:whata grievous finne then muſt 
that needs be,which curncth.that ſo ſweete and] gratious na» 
rure of God into that extremity,that he ſhould cucn reioice 
at mens deſfiruction,& take plcaſure in their tormeri:e. And 
yet 
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et this uy very Fa word of God asa ffrange thing, 
r10gs forth this ſtrange effeRt, and makes thar God who 
delights in metcy, to plcaſc himſelfe inthe feirce execution/ 
of his vengancec. | 
Thus then wee end this pointe.if you aſke what, iudg- 
ment is due tothis offence of not regarding the | greate 
things of Gods law,I anſwere,in' general! it ſets open. the 
very floodgate of Gods wrath as appeareth by theexawple 
of the Iewes; 2 in perticular,it makes 8ll our praiers odious; 


and the torment of our ſoules,a matter of rejoyceing and Lue.14.4. 


pleaſure tothe Lord.lc istruly ſaiedof our Sauiour, T's whon 
God gines much,of han he _ much.The liberty | of his 
word is the greateſt blefling,and therfore the contempt 
therof mult needs bring ypon ys the greateſt yengance. 

Come wee now to the next point,to ſeewhether this faule 
thus deſcribed,and thus deſeruing to be puniſhed;be nor 
our faulte alſo, that ſo wee may by degrees make a way to 
that which is the vieand drift ofthe whole ſcripture, 

And firſt heare,to the end that it may appeare,that this is 
our faultto neglet Gods word, wemuſt neceffarily enquire, 
whether the lord hath not afforded ys the ſame bleſſing, I 
meanethe liberty of his word. Ir is a thing that cannot be 
denied , that the kindnes of God in his behalfe cowards vs, 
is no whit inferior to that which in former times he ſhewed 
to the Iewes,] do thinke that no man can name 3ny one par- 
ticular tending to the diſcouery and making manifeſt of 
the law:of God, which is not graunted to vsinas great a 
meaſure, as it was tothem: Nay looke by how-muchthe 
miniftery of the goſpell doth exceed: the miniſtery. of the 
Nom 2 / much is the mercy of God greater ynto vs,. then 
vnto them; becauſe it is free for vs to behold the ſubſtance 
, of that,wherof they ſaw but the ſhadowes only, So thatthe 
lord may eaery way and in euery reſpect, ſay to vs as truly, 
as euer he mightſay rothem, | {hawe written toyanthe great 
things of my law It is manifeſt then I thinke to cuery one that 
ynderftandeth any thing, that we are nothing inferiorto 
the Iewes in reſpeR of the bleſſing, 1doubt not bur it ſhall 
alſo appeare,that we do fully match them,nay I beleeue,go 


farre beyond them in the contempt, Ando the end 1 "y 
| wake 
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make good that which 1 ay, let me ſhew it in particulars 
how he word of God, the holy will of God revealed in 
the ſripture is a mcere {tranger vato vs;a thing that is farre, 
from being ſo well knowne, and ſo familjar yato ys as it 
ought to be; and let that which I ſay be credited, onely ſo 
farre,as your owne conſciences ſhall find it to be true. The 
word of God is a ftrange thing to our iudgments, a ftrange 
thing to our thoughts, rangeto our afteftions, range to 
our tongues and ſpeaches, ſtrang to our courſes and to our 
ordinary conuerfation.if this be true, how ſhall we be able 
ro ſhift of the like challenge from the lord, which is heere 
made againſtthe ewes; vz: that we haue accounted the 
greatthings ofGods law as a ftrange thing-}Firſt it is ftraung 
eo our iudgments; that appeareth by our exceeding igno= 
rance in the things of God, and by that extreame dulnes of 
conceipt which is ſtill to be ſeenein vs: There is ſcarcely any 
onething of thoſe which doe necefſarily & generally con= 
cerne men,” whereinthe greateſt parte of our people arc 
lefſe ſeene,then the doftrine of Gods word;there is nothing 
which they heareſpoken of in any -nn.m, or vpon any 
eccafion , the meaning courſe, and ſcope wherof they doe 
lefſe apprehend, thenthe rules & preceprs and inſtructios 
of the {Met men of yeares and great experience, { kill 
full in the courſes ' of the world, / wile in their 2ffaires and 
wy pollitique,well ſeeme in matters of law,able to ſpeake 
well and with good aduiſe about outward things, a man 
would wonder to heare their weaknes and ſimplicity in re- 
ligis.This ſhewes that the law of god is a ſtrange thing to our 
Indgments;there is nothing leſſe knowne, there is nothin 
lefle conceiued.Secondly,itis ffrange to our thoughts; Tru 
is, Thoughts are knowne only ynto God, who is the ſole 
ſearcher of miens hearts;bur yet(if our conſciences being 
appealed ynto)wee will ſpeake the truth as it is,] belecue 
that wee muſt(wherher wee will or no) confeſſe,thar our 
mindes are ſo(in a manner)wholly taken yp with couctous, 
ambitious,ydle,wanton,reuengfull thoughts, rifing out of 
our corrupt hearts,as from a contipuall ſpring, that there is 
ſcarcely any roome ortime for any priuate queſtionings or 
communings wich our ſelues touching che words of eternall 


life, 


ww, 
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life,and rhe greate las of Gods law.Such WOT... oh. 6, 6g. 

may ſometimes (perhaps ) knock at the outward dooreof 

our hearts,or (it way be)find,ypon a fit ſorne lodaine and 

ſuperficiall entertainement, but (alas they are quickly ya- 

niſhedzand like # ſerpent 2/por 4 ſtone, or a (ippe in the middes pro.,0.1y, 

of the ſea, leaue no print behind themzand by that meaneg Co-3-16. 

never come to pitch with ys'or to dwell plenteomſly . in. our | 

hearres Thirdly there jisas imall acquaintance betwixt the 

word of God and our affections:Ineede fay no; more to 

proue it but this,namely,that there is nothing which doeth 

ſooner tire ys aut,and make our ſpirits dull & lumpiſh,then 
cheexerciſes ofthe word , inwhat kind ſoever.In. other 

things wee are like to the Horſeleaches danghrers which crie, , 
gine,gine,and we areſeldome heard to ſay i ir enough :bur = w 
in mattersof religion we are yery moderate; compendious 

ſermons, breife diſcourſes,ſhort prayers, baſty meditations, 

theſe pleaſe vs beſt. Indeed wereit not for very ſhame,we 

would haue none at all.Thus Gods word is not. tovs as a 

beloued freind, of whoſe ſiweer acquaintance we could ne- 

uer be weary, but as ſome ynwelcome ſtranger, who (it 

may be) by importunity, getteth a nights lodging with ys, 

but his departure pleaſeth ys berter then his comming, 

Now fourthly for our tongues and ſpeaches,: let vs call to 

minde our ordinarie conferences,at home;at worke,in jour- 

nies,in meetings, in going and coming too and fromthe 

church, and then ſaie truly, whetherif our ſauiour Chiikt . 
ſhould fuddainly chop in amongſt ys, as he didto ſeethe 
two diſciples traueling to Emaus,and ſhould ſaic to vs as he 
did ro them, what manner of communications are theſe that you 
have one to another? we ſhould be able to anſwere him for on 
rime of a thouſand, that we are reuerentlie and ſoberlie 
— together of good things, conferring of the 
things in which publiquelie we haue beene ———— ſo 
we might both edify awy [clues i» over moſt holy farh, [might 
alſo prouoke and ſtirre vp one another.zo good workes.doubt- | 
les (asit was ſaid ro Peter) our very ſpeach would bewray ws, jc _— 
and the barrennes of our talke, would diſcouer the drines © 
and deadnes of our hearts. Butnow lafllie alchough the 4 
' word ef God doe now and then twang vpen ſome mens + - 
F 1 rongues, "a 
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tongues, and be made a matter of diſcourſe and table-talke, 
rotakeyp thetime, orto ſhew wit, or els be called inb 
ſome profaine ones, as Sampſon. was by the Philiſtins, to 
wake them paſtime, yet itis moſt yniuerſally a ſtranger to 
mens lives and conuerſations. /t is madnes in the worlds 
account fara man in all things (with Dauid)to make the 
reſtimonie« of the lord hircomncellors,and to ftand vpon theſe 
ftrit and nicetermes of conſience, as not ro aduenture yp- 
on any _ , bur that which he may warrant vnto his 
ewne ſouletherby.Shall it not hinder my profit? will it be 
no blemiſh co my reputation,may I thereby further ſuch & 
ſuch purpoſesfurether any examples of men of ſome note 
and f.nowin the worldruaning the ſame courſes? Here is 
the ordinary religion of the world;but as for laying the pre- 
cepts of the word as preciſe rules for the ordering of al our 
waies, and the guidiag of our liues in the lerds path,it is a 
thing ſo ridiculous,& ynreaſonable in common Iudgment, 
and through diſcontinuance of theſe cuill times ſo out of 
vſe,that when as the word challengeth that night of gouer= 
ning vs which the Lord hath giuen it, men forth with(ſo 
ſtrange a thing is it ynto them to beare the yoke)ſnuffe and 
are not afraid to expoſtulate with it, as the Sodomits did 
with Lot,ſhall ir,being a ftravger indge & rule over v5/Thus 
I baue by particulars confirmed this pointe;viz that wee ate 
as Jeſeruedly liablero this reproofe,as the Iewes were. The 
Lord wrote vnto them the greate things of his law; lo he hath 
done to vs;they accounred them as a (trange thing,wee are 
very equal] ro chem.in contempr. -. | 
Now'tor the laft pointe proponnded, namely;the vie of 
all thac hath beene ſaied,it muſt needs be this: viz: That 
ſeeing to account the grexte things of Gods law as a ſtrange 
thing,is 1 a faulte,2 a greuious fault,z a faulte liable to ſo 
extreame puniſhment,and 4 our faulte : there is no. remedy 
(valeſſe - Ka%* Xx perfiſting4n an apparent euill wee will 
)but wee muſt henceforth: giue all diligence, 
that the word of God may be no morea ſtranger yato vs, 
but a dweller with vs,and may become familiar vnto vs. 
That thisis a dutie from which no man;is exempred, the 


* fcriprure/ ismanifeſt,in which(if the whole > body, 'of . it 
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throughout be examined(therc'is noreleaſement or dif] V4 
ſation giuen vnto any to negleR the ſearching of Gods 
boeke;nether was it euer maintayned by any doctrine;bur 
by doctrine of Popery,that ordinary men nced not ſecke ro 
bemade acquaintedwith the ſcripture. Wee read that when 
the Philiftins had the liraelits in bondage, one pollecy to 2.5m. . 
keepethem vnder,and to detaine them in perpetuall thral- 

dome, was this;they left them never a ſmith throughour all 

the land,and what was their reaſonyeaſt( ſaied they) the 
Hebrewes makg them ſworde & ſpeares.if they rooke away wee 
their weapons from them,it was an cafie thing to oppreſle 
them-The very like pollicy was yſedin the dayes of Pope- 

ry,to the end to continue the people ju blindnes, that they 

might not deſcriy the abhomination of thatreligion,by the 

light of the ſcripture. They tooke the bible from them,and 

ſhurt it yp in Colledges and libraries,and ſuffered it notto 
paſſe,but ina language which the vulgar vnderſood not, 

And as in that bondage ofthe Iſraclites vnder the Phj- *2ve> 
litins, no man could ſhearpen his mattock,his axe,and his 
weeding hooke, but they muſt be beholding to the Phi- 
liſtins,and take of them ſach helpe, as they would vouch- 

ſafe ro afford them; So in the daies of Popiſhi blindnes,no 
common man wanting the helpes of learning aud know- 

ledge in the tongues,could enioy the benefite of any ſpiri- 

tuall ſharpening,any comforte 74 his ſoule,but as it plea» 

ſed thoſe tirants ouer Gods heritage to beſtow ypon them, 

So that the conterpre of theſcripture of God (ned is the 
common ficknes of the country ) is naught elſc,but a very 

dregg of | pr To being the ſceprer of that king- 
domezand the reaſonswhich cuen the moſt learned papſtis 

alleadge forthe diſcharging of the Laity,from conuerting 

with the {cripture,being the yery ſame which euery pro- 

faine ignorane perſon,is able by the private teaching of his 


owne corrupt hearte,to pleade on the behalfe of his owne > 


carcleſnes.Well,the ſcope of this place(which is a parte of 
that holy truth by which wee muſt be iudged at the laſt 
da ireth at our hands betrerthings:audif wee be any 
whit 2 d of our former neglect, and thinkeour ſelues 


dounde in conſcience,to | Ss intoa farther Segrants fo 
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miliarity \with the word of God,the yſeing of theſc helpes 
ſhalbe a greate furtherance. 

An bumble ſetting our ſelves to ſchole to the publique mi- 
niſtery.In Chriſte are hid all the treaſures of wiſedome & know - 
ledge;and in the ſound andaſincere preaching of the word, 
there is plainely ſer our vnto vs the yery miltery of Chriſt. 
To this courſe is the bleſſing promiſed,that it ſhall ſaze rhews 
that beleive,cſpecially when it is yeeldedto-with humility,& 
with a holy diſclaiming of a mans owne ſeeming wiſe- 


dome.For the Lord will guide the mecke im Judgment, teach 
the humble his way,yea his very ſecret w revealed ynto fuch- 
according as onthe contrary he catcheth the wiſe in their 
own craftiwer,and maketh them become fooles,wheu th 
profeſle che greateſt wiſedome.If wee would then grow in- 
to more & more acquaintance with the ſcripture, wee muſt 
weare out the threſhold ofthe Lords howſe , and wacth 
daily at his gates,C+ gine attendance at the poſtes of his dgores: 
For if thow cauſe thine eares to hearken vnto wiſedome, and en« 
cling thine heart: then ſhalt thou vnderffand the feare of the lord, 
and finde the the knowledge of God. if in our affeRions ar d 
care we be ftrangersto publique teaching, we may perhaps 
haue ſome ſmattering and ſuperficial: knowledge, bur can 
nener haue avy true taſt of the marrow and fweernes ofthe 
{cripture.2 private exerciſe, namely an aduiſed, intentiue, 
and well prepared reading (it we be able) or a hearing 0- 
thers read. This rubs yp the memory of things heard pub= 
l:quely, onfirmes the judgment, makes fit ro. decend vpon 
the church inftruion, and inures to the phraſe and lan- 
guage of the {cripture: 2 a buſy and ſecret meditating and 
exercifing the thoughts about ſuch things as we hate re- 
ceiued. This doth (as the Apoſtles ſpeakes)delaer, and(as 
it were) calt ys into the forzwe, and mould of daftrire which 
we heare,and ſeaſoneth the inner man, euen the ſpore of rhe 
made wich that holy truth which we haue learned. 4 Ares 
uerent and diſcreet conference rouching heauenly things 


. asoccaſion falleth ſometime with our miniſter, ſemetimes 


with our neighbours, ſometimes at home with  ourfame- 
lies,ſometimes abroad cuen «s we walke by the way. This is 


a notable quickning for our ſclues, and a great help to 0+ 


thers 
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ff the left ſome of theſe private exerciſes ſhould 


daily be perſormed.for miſerable 1s that man who for one 


whole day togeather,doeth nether buſie his rounge,norem» 
loy his thoughts,nor apply his eares to ſome holy yſe,to 
COne talke,or muſe about ſomething by which be ma 
be built vp in Chriſt Ieſus. z Carefull and Redfaſt praRtiſe 
proceeding from a reſojute yow,and as it were aſoleume 
oath taken berwixt God and a mans owne ſoule, ro ke 
the Lords righteous Tudgmentsand to hane reſett to all bs 


commanndements.Vie in all things breeds cunning, and he P'akiigiues. 


which makes it his care to Pur 1n execution ſuch good du- 
tics,as he heares taught,praying the Lord to fab hin 
in euery word & good worke,will in time grow ſo perfe® in 
good things,that he ſhall even with a kind of pleaſure, (for 
the Lord 5 yoake i eaſie )walke m the law of the Lord neucr be- 
ing id/e nor vnfruitfnll in the bnowledge of Chrifl,but adornmg 
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the doltrine of God our ſanionr in all things,The conſcionable 4 fr Ip 


practiſe of theſe duties ſhall by the bleſſing of God,re- 
forme our common fault of being ftrangers in Gods, 
booke and thall by making Chr:ſts word dwellwith vs, fit,and 
make ys ready to dwell wich: him for ever in his kingdome. 


The ende of the third Sermon. 


Let (rod alone hane the 


glorie. 
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